
MINUTES

KING SENIOR SERVICES ADVISORY BOARD

REGULAR MEETING

February 3, 2009


The King Senior Services Advisory Board met at the King Senior Center on Monday, February 3, 2009 at 6:30 pm in the King Senior Center.  Members in attendance were Chairman Tom Southern, H.P. Patterson, Beth O’Neal, Wanda Roberson, Susie Grabs, Derek Edwards, Mary Alderman and new board member Jane Kiser.  Board Member Peggy Taylor was absent.  Senior Center Director Suzan Garner also attended.   

The meeting was called to order and the invocation offered by Chairman Tom Southern.  Chairman Southern also called attention to the announcements in the agenda.  


The minutes of the regular meeting on November 12, 2008 were reviewed.  A motion to approve the minutes was offered by Derek Edwards and seconded by H.P. Patterson.  The motion was approved unanimously without further discussion.  

The first order of business on the agenda was the election of board officers for the new year.  Mary Alderman nominated Tom Southern for another term as Chairman, which nomination was seconded by Derek Edwards.  Derek Edwards nominated H. P. Patterson as Vice Chairman, which nomination was seconded by Mary Alderman.  Beth O’Neal was nominated as Secretary to the Board by Mary Alderman, second by Derek Edwards.  No other nominations were forthcoming and nominations were closed.  The motions were approved by acclamation.



The newly constituted board turned its attention to a discussion of obtaining certification as a Center of Merit.  Obtaining this certification will enable the King Senior Center to received double funding from NWCOG.  Director Suzan Garner gave a brief summary of where we stand on this process.  She confirmed that she has completed two sessions of the Ann Johnson Institute training sessions which is sufficient for “Merit” certification.  She plans to complete all the sessions as soon as possible as they are offered.  State funding cuts have limited the number and frequency of sessions.  Completion of all sessions by the director is required for certification as a Center of Excellence.  She is working to fill in the requirements of the scope tool model; Lisa Miller, director of the Kernersville Senior Center which recently obtained certification as a Center of Excellence, has agreed to mentor Director Garner and help with filling in these program requirements.  One requirement the Board can help with is a board member training session which is required for merit certification.  The board was very receptive and enthusiastic about this and asked Director Garner to proceed with scheduling a training session, hopefully for March.  The board was eager for Dean Burgess , Director of NWCOG Area Agency on Aging to lead the training sessions.  Director Garner will try to schedule an evening or Saturday session convenient to Ms. Burgess’s schedule and will advise.  Derek Edwards asked that discussion of progress in efforts to become certified be left as an open agenda item on all future meetings so Director Garner can give progress reports each meeting. 

The next agenda item was a discussion of the status of the Board’s request for a Title V worker.  Director Garner advised that there are still no slots open for our application to be considered and filled at this time.  She did report that Rebecca Mackey is working as a “volunteer.” Ms Mackey is an employee of Golden Living SNF Center in Mount Airy and her employment was displaced by a recent casualty at the facility.  Her employers are paying her to work at a bona fide senior service volunteer facility until their facility is repaired to avoid loss of qualified, trained employees.  Director Garner says that Ms. Mackey has been a big help and valuable addition.

Budget preparation for the next 2009-2010 fiscal year was the next agenda item.  Because we did not specifically request the Stokes County Board of Commissioners to renew the $10,000 in funding we received in fiscal year 2007-2008, this was left out of the Stokes County budget this year.  The Walnut Cove Senior Center received $10,000 in funding from Stokes County for 2008-2009.  It has been suggested by individual commissioners that funding might be available for this year by budget amendment, but has to be specifically requested.  Director Garner will determine if this request should originate from City Manager John Cater since the center is technically a city agency, or should the request come from the Senior Services Advisory Board.  If the Board is the proper party to request funding, Beth O’Neal agreed to work with Director Garner to draft a letter of request.  The appropriate party should also plan on specifically requesting funding for the new 2009-2010 budget.  There was also discussion that a similar letter of request should be submitted to the Village of Tobaccoville Council, as so many of the participants at the center have Tobaccoville addresses.  

The addition of an awning over the entrance door to protect from excessive sun and/or rain was brought up.  It was suggested that since the City of King owns the facilities, if the city wishes to add the awning as an enhancement, then this board is in agreement.

The department reports appended to the agenda were discussed as part of the discussion of certification as Center of Merit and budget discussion, so there was no specific discussion of this as a separate agenda item.  

Upon completion of the agenda, the meeting was adjourned.  
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________________________

Tom Southern, Chairman



Beth O’Neal, Secretary


