
MINUTES

KING SENIOR SERVICES ADVISORY BOARD

REGULAR MEETING

June 2, 2009

The King Senior Services Advisory Board met on Tuesday, June 2, 2009 at 6:30 pm in the King Senior Center.  Members in attendance were Tom Southern, H.P. Patterson, Beth O’Neal, Wanda Roberson, Derek Edwards, Mary Alderman, Jane Kiser, Peggy Taylor, and Suzy Grabs.  Senior Center Director Suzan Garner also attended.  Special Guest was Dean Burgess, NWPCOG.






 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Tom Southern and he offered the invocation. Chairman Southern called attention to the announcements in the agenda.  .

The minutes of the regular meeting on April 7, 2009, were reviewed.  A motion to approve the minutes was offered by H.P. Patterson and seconded by Peggy Taylor.  The motion was approved unanimously without further discussion.  

Chairman Tom Southern then recognized our special guest, Dean Burgess from the Northwest Piedmont Council of Government who led the board in a very productive and informative workshop.  The initial topic was a review of board member responsibilities. We reviewed the King City Code documents that authorize and govern the King Senior Services Advisory Board.  Dean reminded us that one of our main responsibilities is to advocate for senior services and the King Senior Center whenever possible. One of the critical areas of advocacy is in the area of finances; Dean encouraged the board to take a vocal role on funding for senior services and the King Senior Center with the City Council and also with the Stokes County Board of County Commissioners.  Dean Burgess reminded us that our role is advisory; we cannot and should not view ourselves as policy makers, but should actively recommend to those who are empowered to make policy, the King City Council. 

Dean Burgess also reviewed with us the sources of funding available through NWPCOG.  The block grant for operations remains available although the exact amount is not determined because of the number of centers that will share the funding.  This type of grant increases as our level of certification increases to center of merit or excellence.  She also encouraged us to actively petition the King City Council for funding with concrete examples of needs and opportunities.  Director Garner had prepared a “wish list” Dean also encouraged us to actively seek funding support from the County Commissioners with such a wish list once the city government had formally requested funding.  This clarified the much debated question we had as to the protocol of requesting county funding.  In the future we should encourage the City Council to seek funds from the county, and then help lobby for the approval of funding with our county officials.  

The discussion then moved to the progress being made toward certification as a center of merit and the SCOPE tool.  Dean reminded us that we have to apply for certification one year before the committee visits the site.  To participate in the block grant funding at a higher level with a higher certification we need to achieve that  certification by the beginning of the state fiscal year in July.  This leaves us in the position that if we wish to be funded as a center of merit in fiscal year 2010-2011, we need to apply for certification now.  Dean thought 12 months was an unrealistic goal for Director Garner to put together the paperwork for the SCOPE evaluation and continue to run the center and increase its programs and participation. She felt 18 months was more realistic.  Derek Edwards made a motion that we continue to discuss our progress toward certification each meeting as an action item with a goal of applying for certification in January, 2010 leading to our site visit and evaluation in January 2011.  Beth O’Neal seconded and the motion was unanimously approved.  We will revisit our SCOPE progress in 6 month to determine is we are prepared to apply for certification.

The board determined that we had covered the next two agenda items, departmental reports and items of general concerns in our discussions.  There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned with much gratitude to Dean Burgess for here informative and productive presentation and leadership in our discussions. 
 Approved by:





Respectfully submitted by:

________________________


________________________

Tom Southern, Chairman



Beth O’Neal, Secretary


