
 

 

MINUTES 
King City Council 
Regular Session 
May 2, 2016 

 
The King City Council met in regular session at King City Hall on Monday, May 2, 2016, at 7:00 p.m.  
Present were:  Councilman Charles Allen, Councilman Brian Carico, Mayor Pro Tempore Wesley Carter, 
Councilman Rick McCraw, Mayor Jack Warren, City Manager Homer Dearmin, City Clerk Tammy Hatley, 
City Engineer Scott Barrow, Director of Planning and Inspections Todd Cox, Director of Finance and 
Personnel Susan O’Brien, Public Utilities Superintendent Robert Pettitt, Public Works Superintendent 
Ricky Lewis, Water Plant Superintendent Ben Marion, Fire Chief Steven Roberson, Chief of Police Paula 
May, Senior Center Director Suzan Garner, and Intern Mackenzie Day. 
 
Mayor Warren called the meeting to order. 
 
Mayor Pro Tempore Carter offered the invocation. 
 
Mayor Warren led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Mayor Warren noted that the following announcements were listed on the agenda and that the 
National Day of Prayer would be observed at King Christian Church on Thursday, May 5, 2016, at 11:00 
a.m. 

• Older Americans Month: May 1‐31, 2016 
• Municipal Clerks Week: May 2‐6, 2016 
• King Chamber of Commerce, Business Before Hours: Wednesday, May 4, 2016, 7:30‐9:00 a.m., 

King Chamber of Commerce 
• Employee Health/Benefits Fair: Wednesday, May 4, 2016, 8 – 11 a.m., King Recreation Acres 

Community Building 
• National Police Week: May 9‐15, 2016 
• King City Council, Called Budget Workshop Meeting: Tuesday, May 10, 2016, 5:00 p.m., King City 

Hall 
• Parks & Recreation Advisory Board, Regular Meeting: Thursday, May 12, 2016, 7:00 p.m., King 

Recreation Acres Community Building 
• Meet Me on Main: Saturday, May 14, 2016, 4:00‐9:00 p.m., Downtown King 
• Community Appearance Commission, Regular Meeting: Thursday, May 19, 2016, 3:30 p.m., King 

City Hall 
• Foothills Jamz, Saturday, May 21, 2016, 5:00‐11:00 p.m., King Central Park 
• King Planning Board, Regular Meeting: Monday, May 23, 2016, 7:00 p.m., King City Hall 
• Annual King Senior Prom: Saturday, May 28, 2016, 6‐9 p.m., King Senior Center 
• Memorial Day Service: Sunday, May 29, 2016, 5:00 p.m., King Central Park, Sponsored by Carl 

Calloway American Legion Post #290 & Stokes County Arts Council 
• City Hall Closed: Monday, May 30, 2016, in observance of the Memorial Day Holiday 

 
Manager Dearmin noted that the May 10, 2016, Called Budget Workshop meeting was no longer 
needed and had been cancelled. 
 



 

 

ADJUSTMENTS TO AGENDA 
There were no adjustments to the agenda. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Mayor Warren opened the floor to receive public comment. 
 
Mr. E.A. Buddy Timms of P.O. Box 753, Walnut Cove, NC and Mrs. Julienne Ratcliff of 121 Pilotview 
Drive, King, NC spoke during public comment. 
 
Being no one else present wishing to speak, Mayor Warren closed the public comment portion of the 
meeting. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Councilman Allen moved to approve the consent agenda as presented.  Councilman McCraw seconded 
the motion which carried by a unanimous vote of 4‐0.  Items approved were: April 4, 2016, regular 
meeting minutes and April 19, 2016, called meeting minutes. 
 
PRESENTATION OF PROCLAMATION – OLDER AMERICANS MONTH 
Mayor Warren presented Senior Center Director Garner with a proclamation in honor of Older 
American’s Month. 
 
RECOGNITION OF CITY INTERN – MACKENZIE DAY 
Manager Dearmin presented City Intern Mackenzie Day with a plaque in recognition of her service to 
the City of King during her internship. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING TO AMEND CHAPTER 32 ZONING AND ADD SECTION 32‐260 SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEMS 
Mayor Warren opened the public hearing to amend Chapter 32 Zoning and add Section 32‐260 Solar 
Energy Systems to the City’s Code of Ordinances. 
 
Intern Mackenzie Day informed the Mayor and Council that this is a request to amend the City Code of 
Ordinance by adding Section 32‐260 Solar Energy Systems.  The Planning Board has reviewed the 
proposed ordinance and recommends approval by the King City Council with the changes shown in 
section 2b which would not allow Solar Energy System to be located in a front yard. 
 
Being no one else present wishing to speak, Mayor Warren closed the public hearing to amend Chapter 
32 Zoning and add Section 32‐260 Solar Energy Systems to the City’s Code of Ordinances.  
 
Action 
Mayor Pro Tempore Carter moved to approve Text Amendment 2016‐03, an amendment to add Section 
32‐260 Solar Energy Systems to Chapter 32 Zoning of the City Code of Ordinances, which is incorporated 
within the body of the minutes below.  Councilman Allen seconded the motion which carried by a 
unanimous vote of 4‐0. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

City of King 
Text Amendment 2016-03 

Solar Energy Systems 

 

SEC. 32-260 SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEMS.  

1. Purpose. – Solar energy is a clean, readily available and renewable energy source. This section 
establishes regulations to facilitate the installation and construction of Solar Energy Systems (SES) so that systems are 
safe, effective, and efficient, as well as harmonious with the character of the adjacent area where located. The 
provisions of this Section apply to the placement, construction and use of “solar energy systems” for profit or for a use 
as an accessory use as defined in this chapter.  

a. An SES established prior to the effective date of this chapter shall be exempt. 
I. Exception:  Modification to an existing SES that increases the SES area by more than 5% of the original 

footprint of changes the solar panel type shall be subject to this chapter. 
b. Maintenance and repair are not subject to this section. 
c. This chapter does not supersede regulations from local, state, or federal agencies. 

2. Accessory SES. – The following standards shall apply to the development of accessory Solar Energy Systems. Solar 
Energy Conversion is an allowed accessory use in all zoning districts pursuant to the standards in this section. 

a. District Classifications. 
I. Residential Properties. As used in this subsection residential properties include those zoned R-R, R-

20, R-15, R-MF-A, R-MF-C, R-MF-T, R-MH, R-MH-1, and R-MH-2 
II. Non-residential Properties. As used in this subsection, all properties not zoned in the residential 

classifications above shall be classified as non-residential property.  
b. Freestanding Solar Energy Systems.  

I. Setbacks 
i. Front. SES shall not be located within a front yard. 

1. Front yard, as used in this section, is the space between the principal building on the 
lot and any street right-of-ways 

ii. Side and Rear. Ten (10) feet from all property lines and other structures.  
iii. Easements, Utilities, Rights of Way. No portion of any SES shall extend into any easement, 

right of way or public way, regardless of above stated exceptions and regulations for setback 
and yard requirements.  

II. Location.  
i. Systems shall be located on the same lot as the building being served. Where there is no 

principal building, the system is not allowed.  
ii. Freestanding SESs are not permitted on non-residential properties.   

III. Height. Ten (10) feet in height maximum in side and rear yards. Six (6) feet in height maximum in 
front yards. The height shall be measured from the grade at system base to the highest peak, 
including the highest position of any adjustable system.  

c. Residential Attached Solar Energy Systems are permitted to be located on the roof or attached to a building, 
subject to all of the following. 

I. In the case of wall/roof mounting, no part of the system shall project more than five (5) feet from 
the building.  

II. No part of the system shall extend more than 50 percent into any required side or rear setback. No 
part of the system shall extend into any required front setback.  

III. No portion of any SES shall extend into any easement, right of way or public way, regardless of 
above stated exceptions and regulations for setback and yard requirements. 

IV. Systems shall not exceed the maximum height in the zone, for the structure to which it is attached. 
See §32.241. 

V. The building must have a conforming principal use.  
VI. Roof attached systems may be mounted on principal and accessory building roofs provided they 

conform to the maximum height standards established in the zone. Additionally, systems shall be 
mounted parallel to the pitch of the roof and be no higher than 6 inches from the roof surface. A 
system or a portion of a system not visible from abutting street rights of way is exempt from the 



 

 

flush mount requirement, but no part of the system shall project higher than 5 feet from the roof 
surface. 

d. Non-Residential Attached Solar Energy Systems are permitted on the roof of, or attached to a non-residential 
building, subject to all of the following:  

I. For wall mounting, no part of the system shall project more than five (5) feet from the wall.  
II. For roof mounting, no part of the system shall project more than ten (10) feet from the roof. 

III. No part of the system shall extend more than 50 percent into any required side or rear setback. No 
part of the system shall extend more than 20 percent into any required front setback. 

IV. No part of the system shall exceed the maximum height permitted in the zone, for the structure to 
which it is attached.  

V. The building must have a conforming principal use.  

3. SES as a Stand Alone Use – 

a. Purpose. Solar energy is a clean, readily available and renewable energy source. This section 
establishes regulations to facilitate the installation and construction of Solar Energy Systems (SES) so that systems 
are safe, effective, and efficient, as well as harmonious with the character of the adjacent area where located. The 
provisions of this Section apply to the placement, construction of “solar energy systems” as a primary use. 

b. Applicability. SES as a primary use are allowed by the issuance of a special exception permit by the Board of 
Adjustments in districts zoned B-2, L-I, and H-I 

c. Site plan. A site plan shall be submitted to the Zoning Administrator demonstrating compliance with setback and 
height limitations, applicable zoning district requirements such as lot coverage, and applicable solar requirements 
per this chapter.  

I. Parcel line setbacks. Dimensional requirements and setbacks to SES equipment, excluding any security 
fencing, poles, and wires necessary to connect to facilities of the electric utility, must comply with the 
underlying zoning district requirements in §32.241. However: 
i. Sight distance. Ground-mounted SES must also not impair sight distance for safe access to or from 

the property or other properties in the vicinity. 
ii. Buffering/Screening. Primary use SESs are subject to buffering and screening requirements in 

§32.259. 
iii. Height. The height of systems will be measured from the highest natural grade below each solar 

panel. Height limitations exclude utility poles and any antennas constructed for the project. 
1. Ground-mounted systems shall be limited to 20 feet maximum height.  

d. Visibility. 
I. Public signage (i.e. advertising, educational, and the like) as permitted by local signage ordinance, 

including appropriate or required security and safety signage. See §32.433. 
II. If lighting is provided at site, lighting shall be shielded and downcast such that the light does not spill 

onto the adjacent parcel or the night sky. Motion sensor control is preferred. 
e. Appearance. The property owner of any SES shall maintain such system in a safe and attractive manner, including 

replacement of defective parts, painting, cleaning, and other acts that may be required for the maintenance and 
upkeep of the function and appearance of such a system. The owner shall also maintain the ground upon which the 
system is located in an orderly manner, such that is free of debris, tall grass and weeds, and any associated 
structures remain quality in appearance.  

f. Decommissioning. 
I. A decommissioning plan signed by the party responsible for decommissioning and the landowner (if 

different) addressing the following shall be submitted with the permit application. 
i. Defined conditions upon which decommissioning will be initiated (i.e. end of land lease, no power 

production for 12 months, and the like). 
ii. Removal of all non-utility owned equipment, conduit, structures, fencing, roads, and foundations. 

iii. Restoration of property to condition prior to development of the SES. 
iv. The timeframe for completion of decommissioning activities. 
v. Description of any agreement (e.g. lease) with the landowner regarding decommissioning. 

vi. The party currently responsible for decommissioning. 
vii. Plans for updating this decommissioning plan. 

II. Before final electrical inspection, provide evidence that the decommissioning plan was recorded with the 
City of King Planning Department. 

 
Adopted this the 2nd day of May 2016 
 
 
 



 

 

HELEN KELLER 5K – MR. BUD CAYTON, NC DEAF AND BLIND ASSOCIATION 
Councilman McCraw moved to co‐sponsor and waive any city fees for the Helen Keller 5k as requested 
by Mr. Bud Cayton of the NC Deaf and Blind Association.  Mayor Pro Tempore Carter seconded the 
motion which carried by a unanimous vote of 4‐0. 
 
REVISIONS TO CITY OF KING PAY PLAN AND POSITION DESCRIPTIONS 
Councilman Carico moved to approve the revisions to the City of King pay plan and position descriptions 
as presented. (Attachment A to minutes) Mayor Pro Tempore Carter seconded the motion which carried 
by a unanimous vote of 4‐0. 
 
DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 
There were no questions concerning the departmental reports. 
 
ITEMS OF GENERAL CONCERN 
Mayor Pro Tempore Carter: 

• Commended Chief May on her report and the diligence of our police officers in apprehending 
the suspects in the recent business robbery case and getting them off the street in such a timely 
manner 
 

Councilman Carico: 
• Stated that he thought it would be a good idea to follow Mr. Timm’s suggestion of approving a 

resolution of support for House Bill 2 at a later meeting 
• Thanked the Public Works Department staff 

 
Councilman McCraw: 

• Stated that he had attended the recent luncheon to recognize the administrative staff and that 
he is proud of staff and their hard work to make this a good place to live 
 

Councilman Allen: 
• Stated that he is glad to see the Helen Keller representatives and feels that their event will be 

great for our city. 
 

Mayor Warren: 
• Stated that he felt it would be a good idea for Council to consider having a new pay study 

completed 
Action 
It was the consensus of the City Council to allow City Manager Dearmin to get cost information for a pay 
study for their future consideration. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION TO ESTABLISH OR INSTRUCT THE STAFF OR AGENT CONCERNING THE 
NEGOTIATION OF THE PRICE AND TERMS OF A CONTRACT CONCERNING THE ACQUISITION OF REAL 
PROPERTY PER NC GENERAL STATUTE 143‐318.11 (A) (5) 
Councilman Allen moved to adjourn to executive session to establish or instruct the staff or agent 
concerning the negotiation of the price and terms of a contract concerning the acquisition of real 
property per NC General Statute 143‐318.11 (A) (5).  Councilman McCraw seconded the motion which 
carried by a unanimous vote of 4‐0. 
 



 

 

Mayor Warren reconvened the meeting and stated that no action had been taken during the executive 
session. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Mayor Pro Tempore Carter moved to adjourn the meeting.  Councilman McCraw seconded the motion 
which carried by a unanimous vote of 4‐0.  The meeting stood adjourned at 8:12 p.m. 
 
Approved by:            Attest: 
 
 
 
__________________________________    ______________________________________ 
Jack Warren            Tamara H. Hatley, MMC, NCCMC 
Mayor              City Clerk 


