
 

 

MINUTES 
King City Council 
Regular Session 

June 1, 2020 
 

The King City Council met in regular session remotely on Monday, June 1, 2020, at 7:00 p.m. Present on the call 

were: Councilman Charles Allen, Councilman Wesley Carter, Councilwoman Terri Fowler, Mayor Pro Tempore 

Rick McCraw, Mayor Jack Warren, City Manager Homer Dearmin, City Clerk Nicole Branshaw, City Engineer 

Scott Barrow, Planning Director Todd Cox, Water Plant Superintendent Ben Marion, Police Chief Jordan 

Boyette, Fire Chief Steven Roberson, Senior Center Director Paula Hall, Parks, and Recreation Director Olivia 

Smith, Assistant Fire Chief Brad Cheek, Captain Ian Tedder, Fire Captain Jonathan Lane and Chaplain Rick 

Hughes. 

 

Mayor Warren called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

The invocation was offered by Rick Hughes. 

 

Chaplain Rick Hughes left the meeting. 

 
No announcements made 

 

ADJUSTMENTS TO AGENDA 
It was the consensus of the Council to pull item C - Late and Reconnection Fees for Utility Customers, off the 

Consent Agenda for further discussion.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
Mayor Warren opened the floor to receive public comment. 

 

Mr. Steven Hewett of 141 Willowbend Dr. King, NC 27021; Mr. Kevin Cole of 123 Glenn Ave, King, NC, 

addressed the Mayor and Council. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 
Councilwoman Fowler moved to approve the consent agenda as amended. Mayor Pro Tempore McCraw 

seconded the motion which carried by a unanimous vote of 4-0. Items approved were: (A) May 4, 2020, regular 

meeting minutes; (B) Order of Collection of 2020 & 2019 and prior years’ taxes by Forsyth County Tax 

Administration; (C) Set a public hearing for FY 2020-2021 Annual Budget for June 1, 2020, Council Meeting; 

(D) Setting of a Public Hearing for Parks Ordinances revision; and (E) Setting a public hearing for Annexation 

Agreement Renewal. 

 

RECOGNITION OF EMPLOYEE OF THE QUARTER – Ricky Lewis 
Mayor Warren recognized Public Works Supervisor, Ricky Lewis, as the City of King Employee of the Quarter 

for the second quarter of 2020. Ricky Lewis was presented with a recognition plaque, windbreaker, and check at a 

later time individually with Mayor Warren to follow the social distancing guidelines.  

 

LATE AND RECONNECTION FEES FOR UTILITY CUSTOMERS 
On March 20, 2020, City Council opted to waive late fees for water and sewer bills until further notice. On March 

31, 2020, NC Governor Roy Cooper signed Executive Order 124, which also waived late fees and placed a 

temporary hold on utility disconnections. 

EO 124 was set to expire on June 1, 2020; however, this Executive Order has been extended, and detailed 

information was not available at the meeting other than that the Governor did extend EO124. 

 



 

 

Councilwoman Fowler made a motion to table item C – Late and Reconnection Fees for Utility Customers until 

we get further information and have a proposal for a payment plan to present to Council Members. Councilman 

Carter seconded the motion, which carried by a unanimous vote of 4-0. 

 

ORDINANCE 2020-03 – FY 2020-2021 ANNUAL BUDGET 
The proposed FY 2020-21 Budget was presented to the King City Council by City Manager Homer Dearmin, 

with public copies made available and notification of the same being duly advertised. A public hearing was 

scheduled in May for June 1, 2020; however, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, revenue projections have been 

very much in flux, with the most recent guidance from the State Treasurer’s Office coming during a conference 

call on May 28, 2020.  

 

The Council discussed workshop meeting dates and formats to ask specific questions and consider its revisions to 

the Manager’s proposed budget. There was consensus for setting a public hearing date for a date following the 

June 18 workshop meeting. 

 

Mayor Pro Tempore McCraw moved to set a budget workshop for Thursday, June 18, 2020, at 8:30 am at King 

City Hall. Councilman Carter seconded the motion, which carried by a unanimous vote of 4-0. 

 

CONSIDERATION OF HISTORIC DESIGNATION FOR FACADE IMPROVEMENT 

PROGRAM LOAN/GRANT APPLICATION BY GENTRY HARDWARE 
Presented by Nicole Branshaw, City Clerk 

 

The Community Appearance Commission members have unanimously approved a Façade Improvement 

Loan/Grant Application by Mr. Hughes Gentry, owner of Gentry’s Hardware, for a mural on the side of Gentry’s 

Hardware building. The Commission was unable to meet in person due to the COVID-19 pandemic; however, 

their approval is documented. The Community appearance Commission members are asking for approval of the 

loan/grant program for the historic building located at 117 S. Main St and approve the 50% ($1200) bonus for the 

Façade Improvement Program Loan/Grant application by Mr. Hughes Gentry. The total loan/grant amount being 

requested is $3675.00. 

 

             



 

 

     
 
Mayor Pro Tempore McCraw made a motion to ordain the building located at 117 S Main Street as a historic 

property and approve the 50% ($1200) bonus for the Façade Improvement Program Loan/Grant application by 

Mr. Hughes Gentry. Councilwoman Fowler and Councilman Allen seconded the motion, which carried by a 

unanimous vote of 4-0. 

 

2020 FIREWORKS DISPLAY 
Presented by Homer Dearmin, City Manager 

 

Discuss how the City should either hold, postpone, or cancel the July 4, 2020, fireworks display given the 

challenges presented by the COVID-19 pandemic.  

 

Mayor Pro Tempore McCraw moved a motion that we table the fireworks discussion until the June 18, 2020, 

Budget Workshop Meeting. Councilman Carter seconded the motion, which carried by a vote of 4-0. 

 

CONSIDERATION OF BUDGET AMENDMENT 2019-02.08 
Presented by Homer Dearmin, City Manager 

 

 
Councilwoman Fowler made a motion that we approve Budget Amendment 2019-02.08. Councilman 

Carter seconded the motion, which carried by a vote of 4-0. 



 

 

 

EMERGENCY OPERATIONS UPDATE 

Incident Commanders Steven Roberson and Jordan Boyette gave updates regarding the ongoing State of 

Emergency and the COVID-19 Coronavirus pandemic. 

  

Manager Dearmin stated COVID related expenses in the General Fund at the end of March 2020 spent 

were $3747.89, April $841.33 for a total COVID related expenditure of $4,589.22. In the Enterprise 

Fund at the end of March 2020, we had spent $1,263.40, in April, an additional $212.47, for a total of 

$1475.87 out of the authorized $100,000.00. 

 

City Manager Dearmin opened up a discussion concerning the reopening of City operations. It was the 

consensus of the Council to proceed with current operating plans that are in place at this time.  

  

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 

There were no questions concerning the departmental reports. 

 

ITEMS OF GENERAL CONCERN 

Mayor Pro Tempore McCraw: 

• Thanked City Clerk Nicole Branshaw for a job well done. 

• Thanked Chief Roberson and Chief Boyette for keeping the Council so informed. 

• Congratulated Ricky Lewis for receiving Employee of the Quarter, very well deserved. 

• Thanked Homer Dearmin for keeping the Council updated on Walmart being boarded up for 

precautions due to the recent rioting in the country. 

• Everyone is doing a great job. Thank you all.   

 

Councilman Carter: 

• Councilman Carter made a comment directed towards Chief Boyette concerning the recent 

rioting and protests around the world. We all need to be careful about how we treat folks. I 

would hate for anything unnecessary to happen in our care. I know your officers do a great job. 

We have to treat people with respect, and I know that we do that. I feel it needs to be said. I hope 

it never happens in King or Stokes County or anywhere for that matter. I know you guys do a 

great job. We don’t ever want to give the impression that we treat others differently because of 

the color of their skin. 

  

Mayor Warren:   

• Thanked everyone of our staff and stated our employees are doing a great job. 

• Keep the faith, and we will beat this, but we have to stay strong. It is tough times, but we grow 

them tough around here.  

  

ADJOURNMENT 

Councilwoman Fowler moved to adjourn the meeting. Mayor Pro Tempore McCraw seconded the 

motion which carried by a unanimous vote of 4-0.   

 
Approved by:      Attest: 
 
 
______________________________________  _______________________________________ 
Jack Warren      Nicole Branshaw 
Mayor       City Clerk 


